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: * Of The Journal 
’ Che! (Paramount) 


+ Jt's all very well for Holly- 
. wood to glorify America’s 
“folk heroes.” Dan’l Boone, 


had the treatment. 

Some of it has. been good 
some of it just 
dream factory nonsense. 

But what’s all this about 
taking up the cause of an 
alien patriot? Revolutionary, 


 hero,- bandit, whatever, Che. 


_Guevara was an Argentinian 
“who fought the cause of Cas- 


;, tra’s Cuba, and. then died 
.: “mysteriously while trying to 
‘| cadvance his “wn in Bolivia, 
|, How does he qualify for a 


high, 


~ 


' 


‘ 
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' So! the 
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wide and handsome 
‘(and sympathetic too) Holly- 
* wood-type epic? 


"> Actually he doesn’t. But | 


‘with’ the gall that usually at- 
‘tends these intended: box off- 


_ice bonanzas someone decid- 


«ed that Egyptian, Omar Sharif : 


‘would make a grand Cuban 
revolutionary, and that aill-A- 
meérican Jack Palance (World 
“War IJ, Korea, ect al) would 
. be just right’ for Fidel Castro. 
two ‘of them ase 
lumped together in a lump of 
a film titled Che!, now al the 
Paraniount. . 

And a high, wice and hand 


some-type Hollywood epie is! 
just what director Richard} 
Fleischer: has aimed at. Andi 


= got. And more’s the pity for : 


ithat. 


SR ee ee og. 


x 


NOT SHARIF! i 
In the first place how on’ 


‘earth could Omar Sharif of 


“play so murderous and vola-, 
“ tiJe a character a3 Che? Pa- 


' the liquid eyes and the quiv- 


ering bottom lip effectively: 


* triot, bandit, perhaps psycho 


. path, 


the man was ! 
along by a lust for something. 


' they all like to call social jus-. 


ited 


: power. cinerea 


tice, might have been i cad 
merely the necd for pa 
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motives. And obviously nei-: (Woody Strode was one of 3 
did director FleischerChe’s boys, for goodness} 


i But the piece de resistance ; 
blithely along following Sharil ; oe ae reer 
mt hag a Ler makeup tive, tearful Che, or the mat-, 

; as he sketches il th oe |ter-offact, manner in which ! 

Rk ie has : Misan. | Hhose various characters pop’ 7 

mache gers tis me iy ine| 2 front of the camera to con-3 =. 

core t Hero. having ean fidentially reveal all, Byi - 
aa : ata i oe pene eid a bee ridicu-} 

ie e, so it goes, Was an UN-! Jous facsimile of Castro imag-' 

; presumptuous medical , vHatl eee old Jekyll and Hyde’ 

‘involved in. Castro’s initial) palance is the clincher. 4 a 
| landing in Cuba. But a couple) Dono paRopy a aoe 
| of. brutal battles later he's| ie Sic ae 

suddenly one of Fidel’s trust-| . Jt doesn’t matter what Cas} 

"1 ed associates, a column lead-; TD oe aie! Ee 

“Ler é ‘ous Warmon-1 be is like this y Bs ae 

As it transpires he is actual- | denly miscast in the role of; Aaa ce, 

‘ly the brains -behind — the ; Saviour and nation-builder. aoe ae 
‘Whole Cuban thing. Jidel is a}. Palance, whether. te. is 

‘imyopic, .tippling idiot just: Peer! ng shor tsighte y Out fee 

‘smart enough to realize that fom behind spectacles, of © 0 rs 


j LA Gy xu. 8 v ( . Sag) 


Guevara knows it all. But ho .£u2zling booze; or masticat-; | 
‘puts his foot down when his 18 a cigar, is the epitome of -) 
talented lieutenant perpe- the over-biown but emply .}, 
trates the whole Iussia-Cuba -yenscnse that Hollywood Cons +. 
-missile crisis thing with JFKs«Atantly passes off for epic ad- *} 
‘and almost masterminds , Venturing. al 
them all into a nuclear holo. Jack with a Thompson sub-\/ 
caust, machine gun is just groal, © 
Right after that Che ‘hee Bul with a slice of history in: 
‘comes disenchanted with his ;those ham. hands .he - just | 
‘Teader, and with Cuba, So off \doesn’t know what to do next. 
ihe goes to Bolivia to extend - ‘ 
the insurrection, His idea is : 


‘to inflame the whole of Latin’ ie ay fame. So 
‘America against the Damn? Co gee se eet ea 4 
‘Imperialist Yankees. . 4 Pe GE ete salient cae meat tak SMES ry 


' It doesn’t worle out. that; 
‘way, the film says, because ° 
someone (NOT the CTA, the : 
narrator insists) fintis—cor- * cd: = 
wmered old Che aud plugged . : s abe 
him good. And there is the - yh, os ot 


: bullet-ridden body laid out to: 


prove that he really did suc-..: y 
cumb, mysteriously or other-. * 

So much for the fact or fice” ; " 
PNR of both, * Se eee 

vad leas 13 : CIA-RDP88-01: }0300040015- 
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sif’s hi-gloss Che doesn't even: * “icp, Ge oft ae Ey 
-begin to. bring’any of. it out. 


‘comment on kis pschological; s u pposedly on the scene? e W ; J cs Re 
ee weg Tg ot cea a 


' Wilson; sake!) slows ‘the film down’ $5 elCLOL Cae N 
'* Al Capone, Billy The Kid and and Sy Bartlett. Tho film, yery badly. Bt he a aaa 


teseenrte 


Cte ara, Eenesto(Cre) | 


